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Distance   Learning   for   Students   with   Significant   Support   Needs:  
A   Curated   Resource   List  

 
 
 

All   of   us   at   Special   X   were   galvanized   and   inspired   by   our   live   chat   with   Dr.   Amy   Hanreddy,  
associate   professor   in   the   Department   of   Special   Education   at   CSUN,   on   how   to   make   distance  
learning   work   better   for   our   kids.   If   you   missed   that   conversation,     you   can   watch   it   here .   You  
can   also   browse   some   of   the   specific   suggestions   Amy   made   during   that   conversation  
regarding   communication   strategies   and   multisensory   supports    here,   in   our   Q&A .  

So   let’s   talk   resources!   Amy   and   her   team   at   CSUN   have   put   together   an     extraordinarily  
comprehensive   padlet     with   resources   for   teachers,   districts,   and   families   assisting   students   with  
significant   support   needs.    Our   research   team   relied   on   our   conversation   with   Amy,   her  
recommendations ,    and   other   trusted   professionals   to   create   a   curated   list   of   takeaways,  
focusing   on   students   with   more   significant   and   multisensory   support   needs.   We’ve   sorted   the  
resources   into   categories   to   help   you   focus   on   your   child’s   educational   goals   and   learning  
deficits   and   determine   which   resources   will   be   most   beneficial   for   them.   We’ll   have   more   for  
you   in   the   coming   weeks:   stay   tuned!  
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https://community.teamspecialx.com/discussion/157/dr-amy-hanreddy-and-the-awesome-task-of-distance-learning-with-video#latest
https://community.teamspecialx.com/categories/ask-anything
https://padlet.com/amy_n_hanreddy/OnlineSigDis
https://padlet.com/amy_n_hanreddy/OnlineSigDis
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AAC   &   Communication  

As   Amy   pointed   out   during   her   talk,   incorporating   your   child’s   AAC   device   into   the   activities  
your   family   is   already   doing   every   day   is   a   great   way   to   work   on   communication   goals.   The  
following   resources   will   help   make   that   a   little   easier,   and   offer   instructions,   strategies,   and  
engaging   activities   to   try.  

 

● Genesis   Augmentative   &   Alternative   Communication   Team  
AAC   Calendar:   Daily   Activities   for   Home   
These   downloadable   at-home   calendars   for   both   younger   and   older   student   users   of  
AAC   devices   are   divided   into   four   weeks   with   varying   activities   to   keep   things   fresh.   The  
site   also   includes   helpful   instructional   videos,   with   tutorials   on   Snap   +   Core,   TouchChat  
with   Wordpower,   LAMP   Words,   Proloquo2Go,   and   PODD   Books.  
○    Cost:   FREE  
 

● Rachel   Madel,   M.A.,   CCC-SLP  
Core   Words  
Speech-language   pathologist   Rachel   Madel   provides   instructional   videos,   a   free  
downloadable   "core   board,"   and   a   list   of   printable   picture   boards   with   word   lists.   The  
videos   give   clear   instruction   for   learning   core   words   and   how   to   use   a   printed   board   at  
home   to   assist   children   with   implementing   the   words.    Rachel’s   YouTube   Channel    has  
many   other   helpful   videos   to   help   you   meet   speech   therapy   goals   at   home.  
○    Cost:   FREE  
 

● Emily   Diaz,   SLP   
AAC   at   Home:   Coronavirus   Shouldn't   Stop   Your   Progress!  
This   video   from   SLP   Emily   Diaz,   who   specializes   in   AAC,   focuses   on   using   your   child’s  
AAC   device   at   home.   In   the   video,   Emily   demonstrates   how   to   use   AAC   in   daily  
activities   with   the   help   of   her   toddler,   and   provides   six   activities   with   which   to   model  
words   and   phrases   on   the   device.   She   also   offers   a    wealth   of   free   resources    (if   you  
provide   an   email   address)   on   her   website.   You   can   find   another   helpful   video   on   her  
YouTube   channel   titled   “ AAC   Teletherapy:   Modeling   During   Zoom   Calls .”   
○    Cost:   FREE  
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https://sites.google.com/view/escdaac/aac-calendar
https://www.rachelmadel.com/corewords
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZWzF606AWLc5zvwBTA7CDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQG8MB6Ilso&feature=youtu.be
https://emilydiazslp.com/freeresources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbPbjfFj378
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Auditory   Processing  

While   there   is   a   definite   lack   of   distance-learning   materials   for   deaf   and   hard   of   hearing  
students,   there   are   some   good   resources   out   there.   Here   are   a   few   of   our   favorites.  
 
 

● Boston   University   Deaf   Studies   
Deaf   Education   Library   
The   Deaf   Education   Library   is   a   crowdsourced   collection   of   helpful   information   that  
educators   from   Boston   University   put   together   during   the   pandemic   to   address   the   lack  
of   distance-learning   materials   for   deaf   and   hard   of   hearing   students.   The   library  
contains   wonderful   videos   in   ASL   of   various   literature   and   lessons   that   can   be   sorted   by  
grade   level   (K–12)   and   subject.   There   is   also   a   library   of   teaching   materials   that   includes  
downloadable   PDFs,   as   well   as   daily   online   story   times   and   ASL   classes.   
○    Cost:   FREE  
 

● Hearing   Like   Me   
“ A   Parent’s   Guide   to   Distance   Learning   and   Hearing   Loss ,”    4.13.20   
“ Making   Online   Learning   Accessible   for   Deaf   Students ,”    3.17.20   
These   two   articles   from    Hearing   Like   Me    highlight   key   resources   for   parents   of   deaf   and  
hard   of   hearing   students   as   they   navigate   distance   learning.   For   children   with   hearing  
loss,   the   author   recommends   using   assistive   technology   like    Phonak   Roger   Technology  
to   reduce   background   noise   and   boost   amplification.   (This   technology   can   be  
prohibitively   expensive,   so   you   may   want   to   talk   to   your   child’s   teacher   and/or   call   an  
IEP   meeting   to   discuss   access   to   accessibility   tools   while   learning   from   home. )    In  
addition   to   suggesting   several   videos   for   students   on   using   Roger   Technology   ,   the   first  
article   also   points   to   a   few   other   technological   resources;   the   second   article   lists   options  
for   captioning   services   and   ASL   translation,   along   with   tips   for   educators   to   make   virtual  
learning   accessible.  
○    Cost:   FREE  
 

● California   Hands   and   Voices   
Weekly   Parent   Check-In   and   Support  
California   Hands   and   Voices    is   a   well-regarded   organization   dedicated   to   supporting  
and   connecting   families   of   children   with   hearing   loss.   They   are   currently   offering   weekly  
parent-to-parent   support   meetups   every   Tuesday   at   1:00   p.m.   PDT.   Use   the   Zoom   link  
above   to   register.   
○    Cost:   FREE    
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https://nkc.knack.com/asl-library
https://www.hearinglikeme.com/questions-about-distance-learning-for-children-with-hearing-loss/
https://www.hearinglikeme.com/online-learning-for-deaf-students/
https://www.hearinglikeme.com/
https://www.phonak.com/us/en/hearing-aids/accessories/roger.html
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/vp0scu2gpj4vIiN13_n972YiZqzzP7uJRA?fbclid=IwAR1yxTNbHVCkVv1rXpS-MvZjHvwnHCCPbfX7upUWQOVXT2RspJBAb4HPR4A
https://www.cahandsandvoices.org/
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Reading   Accessibility   &   Modified   Books  

For   children   who   are   pre-   or   emergent   readers   and   need   modified   access   to   text,   these   tools  
make   working   toward   literacy   goals   a   little   more   fun.  
 

 
● Don   Johnston   Learning   Tools   

Access   to   eLearning  
The   Don   Johnston   suite   of   learning   tools   (which   include   Snap&Read,   Co:Writer,  
WordBank,   uPAR,   and   Quizbot)   is   usually   only   provided   as   a   paid   service   to   schools,   but  
the   company   has   made   the   full   suite   available   free   of   charge   during   the   COVID-19  
pandemic.   A   parent   must   request   access   to   the   tools   through   their   school   district    via  
this   link .   Among   the   offerings,    Snap&Read    is   a   multifunctional   app   that   allows   students  
to   have   both   accessible   and   inaccessible   text   read   aloud   from   websites,   PDFs,   and  
Google   Drive   documents.   It   also   levels   vocabulary   for   comprehension   and   offers  
translation   services.   
○    Cost:   FREE   during   school   closures  
 

● Paul   V.   Sherlock   Center   on   Disabilities   at   Rhode   Island   College  
Adapted   Literature   and   Lessons  
The   Sherlock   Center   Resource   Library   is   a   comprehensive   database   of   modified   books  
designed   for   students   with   higher   support   needs   at   all   grade   levels.   The   books   are  
interactive   —   they   can   be   read   using   a   mouse   or   switch   —   and   contain   visuals   for   AAC  
devices.   Some   of   the   books   are   narrated,   and   some   are   available   for   download   as   a  
PowerPoint   or   PDF.   
○    Cost:   FREE  
 

● Tar   Heel   Reader  
Tar   Heel   Reader    hosts   a   suite   of   user-generated   books   that   can   be   searched   by   topic,  
collection   (which   includes   grade   level   and   AAC   books),   rating,   and   language,   and   can  
be   accessed   using   a   mouse,   touch   screen,   alternative   pointing   devices,   AAC   devices  
with   serial   output,   IntelliKeys,   or   switches.   The   site   also   enables   users   to   create   their  
own   books.   
○    Cost:   FREE  
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https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/accesstoelearning/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/accesstoelearning/request-free-access/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/accesstoelearning/request-free-access/
https://learningtools.donjohnston.com/product/snap-read/
http://www.ric.edu/sherlockcenter/wwslist.html
https://tarheelreader.org/
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Low   Vision   &   Cortical   Vision   Impairment  

Some   powerhouse   organizations   supporting   the   blind   and/or   those   with   low   vision   and   cortical  
vision   impairment   have   put   together   an   impressive   amount   of   free   resources   for   students  
during   this   period   of   distance   learning.   From   user   guides   to   apps   to   a   live   daily   learning  
academy,   there’s   a   lot   here   to   help   fill   the   gap.   
 
 

● The   American   Printing   House   for   the   Blind   
#AtHomeWithAPH   Resources ,   4.29.20   
The   American   Printing   House   for   the   Blind   (APH)   offers   a   wealth   of   online   educational  
resources   for   all   ages,   including   accessible   learning   tools,   free   webinars,   free   APH   apps  
for   learning   and   play,   and   activities   that   can   be   done   at   home,   from   experiments   to  
lessons   to   art.   It   also   enables   access   to    external   apps   and   resources,   including     JAWS,  
ZoomText,   and   Fusion ,   which   are   offered   for   free   through   the   month   of   June   from  
Freedom   Scientific.   
○    Cost:   FREE  

 
● Paths   to   Literacy   

“ 10   Tips   for   Using   iPads   with   Students   with   CVI ”   
Paths   to   Literacy   is   a   comprehensive   website   for   the   blind   or   visually   impaired   offering   a  
huge   range   of   supports,   from   discussions   and   instructional   guides   (including    an   article  
with   tips   for   iPad   use )   to   teaching   strategies,   resources,   and   research.   Not   least,    Paths   to  
Literacy   has   launched   free   daily   programming   via   Zoom   with   the     Virtual   ExCEL  
Academy ;   if   you   aren’t   able   to   attend   classes   in   real   time,   they   are   recorded   and  
archived .   
○    Cost:   FREE  

 
● Perkins   School   for   the   Blind:   eLearning  

The   Perkins   School   for   the   Blind   turns   their   attention   to   e-learning   with    tech   ideas ,  
including   free   apps   and   user   guides;   a    list   of   the   top   ten   tech-related   things    they  
believe   students   with   VIB   need   to   succeed   in   the   virtual   classroom;   and   a    forum   where  
students   can   share   ideas   and   resources .  
○    Cost:   FREE    
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https://www.aph.org/athomewithaph-resources/
https://portal.freedomscientific.com/SponsoredSoftware
https://portal.freedomscientific.com/SponsoredSoftware
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/10-tips-using-ipads-students-cvi
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/10-tips-using-ipads-students-cvi
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/blog/10-tips-using-ipads-students-cvi
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/resources/virtual-learning-academy
https://www.pathstoliteracy.org/resources/virtual-learning-academy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUj6DcM1nN3EGnleJhGT296nMNJj9IwmB
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/posts
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/getting-started/what-does-it-take-students-visual-impairment-succeed-digital-classroom
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/students
https://www.perkinselearning.org/technology/students
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Focus   &   Behavior  

Home   life,   with   its   many   diversions   and   looser   structure,   creates   its   own   set   of   challenges   —  
balancing   that   with   the   demands   of   distance   learning   can   be   exceptionally   difficult.   The  
following   articles   offer   useful   instructions   for   parents   on   how   to   set   kids   up   for   greater   success.  
 
 

● The   Autism   Helper  
“ Focus   on   Five:   Tips   for   Parents   for   Home   Learning ,”    3.20.20  
This   article   by   a   special   education   teacher   uses   detailed   written   explanations,   visual  
examples,   and   videos   to   help   parents   support   their   child’s   learning   and   behaviors   at  
home.   In   five   steps,   you   can   create   a   schedule,   make   rules   for   learning   time,   motivate  
your   child   with   a   reward   or   reinforcement,   use   simple   teaching   strategies,   and   practice  
life   skills.  
○    Cost:   FREE  

 
● Love   to   Know  

“ Distance   Learning   Tips   for   Children   with   Autism ”  
This   guide   for   parents   provides   pointers   on   how   to   help   children   with   autism   feel  
reassured   and   comforted   so   they   can   succeed   during   this   period   of   distance   learning.  
Suggestions   include   setting   a   distance-learning   routine   to   provide   structure   and  
predictability;   creating   a   distraction-free   learning   spot   to   maximize   focus   and   executive  
function;   offering   quiet   breaks,   walks,   and   sensory   stimulation;   making   a   visual  
schedule;   and   getting   some   extra   training:   several   resources   offer   free   courses   and  
webinars   for   parents   to   help   support   their   child’s   focus   and   learning   at   home.   
○    Cost:   FREE  

 
● Child   Mind   Institute  

“ Support   for   Kids   with   ADHD   During   the   Coronavirus   Crisis ”  
This   article   (which   is   also   offered   in   Spanish)   offers   suggestions   from   experts   for   helping  
children   with   ADHD   through   this   difficult   time.   One   of   the   most   helpful   sections   talks  
about   how   to   work   in   “learning   bursts”:   research   tells   us   that   children   with   ADHD   work  
best   in   45-minute   bursts   at   the   most.   “Chunking”   is   a   way   to   engage   kids   for   a   period  
of   time   that   is   realistic   for   their   attention   span.   Another   good   reminder   is   to   be    present  
when   you’re   present:   create   boundaries   and   set   times   for   work   and   family,   so   kids   know  
when   you   are   able   to   give   them   your   full   attention.  
○    Cost:   FREE  
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https://theautismhelper.com/focus-on-five-tips-for-parents-for-home-learning/
https://autism.lovetoknow.com/autism-education/distance-learning-tips-children-autism
https://childmind.org/article/giving-kids-with-adhd-support-and-structure-during-the-coronavirus-crisis/
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A   word   on   possibilities   and   limitations:   We   are   here   to   help   you   navigate   the   system,   save   you   time,  
bring   you   clarity   and   confidence,   and   connect   you   with   the   best   available   information   and   resources.  
Please   be   aware   that   Special   X   does   not   officially   endorse   or   represent   any   of   the   resources,   providers,  
services,   schools,   or   clinics   we   reference   or   suggest.   We   are   not   authorized   to   provide   legal   advice.   Any  
information,   documents,   or   communication   provided   or   exchanged   between   Special   X   and   users   of  
Special   X’s   services   does   not   constitute   legal   advice   or   create   an   attorney-client   relationship,   nor   is   it  
covered   by   attorney-client   privilege   or   confidentiality.   If   you   need   legal   advice,   please   consult   with   an  
attorney.   Ultimately,   all   care   decisions   must   be   made   by   you   in   concert   with   your   child’s   school   district  
and   their   healthcare,   insurance,   and   other   service   providers.   
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