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Dear Mr. President.

You have talked about the importance of supporting Mainstreet America through manufacturing, the creation of good jobs, and access to affordable products.

Our companies and organizations are doing just that. We support more than 3.5 million well-paying American jobs, including U.S. manufacturing jobs, in the United States and strive every day to ensure that American consumers have access to affordable, authentic, high-quality, and safe apparel, footwear, home textiles, and accessories. Harnessing American design, innovation, and knowhow, we’ve been working to grow this U.S. footprint over the past few years. But for us to continue to do so, we need your help.
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We are asking for a reprieve or suspension on the application of new tariffs to our industry, specifically on those U.S. imports that apply to Harmonized Tariff System Chapters 42, 46, 50-65, and 67 inclusive. 

Currently, 97 percent of the products in our wardrobe are imported, although about 75 percent of the average value of those imported articles is attributed to value added activities in the United States – such as design, intellectual property, distribution, manufacturing, and retail. Similarly, 96 percent of the people on this planet, many of whom purchase our clothes and shoes, live outside our country. In order to be successful in our industry, we need continued access to global suppliers and global consumers.

At the same time, our industry is already experiencing some of the highest tariff rates. In 2024, our industry accounted for only about 5 percent of imports yet contributed about 26 percent of tariffs that were collected on U.S. imports. Regrettably, the burden of these extra tariffs is currently borne by Americans at the lower end of the income scale.

While we share your goal of removing foreign trade barriers so we can sustain access to foreign markets, the reciprocal tariff actions announced on April 2, combined with other actions announced in the weeks before and after, have raised costs for U.S. manufacturers and exposed them to costly retaliation by our foreign trading partners. Although our industry has and will continue to pursue opportunities to support domestic manufacturing in our sector, doing so at scale is simply not possible and would require more than a generation of significant investment in infrastructure and capacity building. Given that more large-scale U.S. manufacturing is not an option, when we impose new tariffs on all imports from all countries, with no relief in sight, the costs will be borne by the U.S. industry and will only hurt American workers through job losses and American consumers through higher prices. Our raw material sourcing partners – such as U.S. farmers and ranchers – will also be harmed as these shocks pass through our supply chains and lessen demand for the commodities they produce.

As part of our shared goals to protect U.S. consumers and U.S. workers, we urge you to extend the “pause” to all countries so that you can negotiate deals that bring about greater fairness and predictability in our trade policy and remove foreign and U.S. trade barriers. At a time when hard working American families are already experiencing higher pricing for many everyday goods, including clothing, we urge you to refrain from policies that will exacerbate these inflationary pressures. 
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In some cases, new minimum tariff rates now exceed 200 percent, which act as an import ban that impair U.S. operations for many, including U.S. small business and U.S. manufacturers, in our industry.  Even the additional 10 percent, particularly on goods complying with our strict free trade agreement requirements that rely upon exported U.S. content, are undermining U.S. competitiveness. These tariffs, if left intact, will have devastating, existential consequences for many in our industry, putting U.S. workers’ jobs in jeopardy, harming hardworking American families, and disrupting U.S. communities. We feel they must be suspended immediately if we wish to avoid large-scale inflation and the elimination of many small businesses in our industry. 

We also urge you to work with Congress, industry, and other stakeholders to inject more certainty into trade policy. Our companies, the millions of American workers we employ, and the hundreds of millions of American consumers we serve, crave predictability so that we can make investments in the United States and create American jobs. An unintended consequence of these tariff actions because they were implemented suddenly and because they also include our trade agreement partners, have made it impossible for our industry to continue contributing to the kind of American economic revitalization you have envisioned.

We look forward to working with you in the coming days, weeks, and months to make sure this U.S. industry stays on sound footing and that we can continue to contribute to the economic health, security, and prosperity of the United States.
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